Helions Bumpstead Parish Council
Parish Clerk/RFO: Kevin B. Money
7 Roach Vale Colchester Essex CO4 3YN

Tel: 07810781509 — email: clerk@helionsbumpsteadparishcouncil.gov.uk
Website: www.helionsbumpsteadparishcouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 8". June 2026 at 7pm in the village Hall

Present: Clirs. S. McGrath, N. Turner, N. Nicholson, BDC CliIr D. Garrod and
Kevin B. Money Clerk/RFO to the Council. There were no members of the public present.

087/2026 Apologies for Absence were received from ECC ClIr Nathan Robins, Clirs. R. Etheridge,
R. Kirkland and A. Parker

088/2026 Declarations of interest
To declare the existence and nature of any Disclosable Pecuniary, Pecuniary or Non-Pecuniary Interest
relating to items on the agenda. Clir S. McGrath declared an interest in item 090/2026

089/2026 To approve the minutes of the last meeting held on Monday 11'". May 2026 All Agreed

090/2026 Co-Option

Councillors are requested to receive written application for the office of Parish Councillor and co-opt a
candidate to fill the vacancy

The Candidate having completed a short application form.and confirmed their eligibility for the position of
Councillor within the statutory rules (Local Government Act 1972 section.79).

Clir N. Turner proposed co-opting Michelle McGrath onto the Parish«Council. Clir N. Nicholson seconded.

All Agreed. Michelle McGrath then signed her declaration of Acceptance of Office, e-consent form and was
given the register of interest form to be returned to the Clerk within 28 days.

Clir M. McGrath then took her seat as a Parish Councillor

090/2026 Public Forum
Members of the public are welcome to attend the Parish Council. meeting'in order to speak with respect to
items on the agenda. No questions were asked

091/2026 Essex County Councillor Report — ECC Clir Nathan Robins

Since the election, in every corner of Essex, the new Essex County Council administration has moved quickly
to show that change at County Hall is not just a slogan'but a practical programme of action.

One of the first decisions was to cancel the proposed charge for reserving library books. At a time when
families are watching every pound, and when reading should be encouraged rather than taxed, removing that
charge sends a clear message: libraries should remain.open, welcoming and accessible to everyone.

The administration has also declared a pothole emergency, recognising what residents across Essex have
been saying for years. Poor road surfaces damage vehicles, slow journeys and make our villages and towns
feel neglected. By treating highways as an urgent priority, the council has started the work of getting back to
the basics residents expect.

County Hall has also taken steps to ensure public buildings remain politically neutral. The council will fly only
UK flags and has removed political messaging from libraries, so that these shared spaces can serve all
residents equally, whatever their background, beliefs or politics.

Another important early priority has/been fostering. Essex needs more local foster carers, more support for
vulnerable children and more stable placements close to home. By putting fostering firmly on the agenda, the
administration is focusing on one of the council’s most important responsibilities: protecting and supporting
children who need us most.

There is much more to do, and no new administration can fix long-standing problems overnight. However, the
direction is clear. Essex County Council is refocusing on value for money, practical services, civic pride and
the everyday concerns residents raised throughout the election.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if members have any questions.

092/2026 Braintree District Councillor report — BDC Clir Diana Garrod

BDC Clir D. Garrod’s June report can be found at
https://helionsbumpsteadparishcouncil.qov.uk/parish-council-minutes/

An email for the Helions Bumpstead public footpath 7 EXTINGUISHMENT ORDER- consultation was
discussed

A petition called Your Essex Your say.com is asking for local residents to sign the petition
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093/2026 Pavilion update

Clir N. Turner has had a meeting with Malcolm Cox and will report back when M. Cox has recovered from his
injuries

094/2026 Highways, Roads and footpaths

1) Salt Bag Partnership 2026/2027. Does HBPC wish to participate in this scheme for 2026-20277?
HBPC Councillors agreed to participating in the scheme this year

095/2026 Defibrillator — update Clir S. McGrath. The defibrillator is in working condition
096/2026 Planning — including any Current Planning Applications requiring a response

26/00866/TPOCON - Hill House Church Hill Helions Bumpstead

Notice of intent to carry out works to trees in a Conservation Area - Request to remove greengage tree.

Due to BDC planning time restraint the following planning response was sent to BDC

Helions Bumpstead Parish Council Supports this tree planning application subject to the tree and conservation
officers’ approval

26/00898/HH - Roslyns Water Lane Helions Bumpstead
Proposed installation of 12 No. ground mounted solar (PV) panels
RESOLVED: Helions Bumpstead Parish Council has no comment to make on this application

26/00990/HH - Loveday Cottage Wiggens Green Helions Bumpstead
Proposed single storey front extension.
RESOLVED: Helions Bumpstead Parish Council has ho comment to make on this application

26/01020/HH - Upper House Church Hill Helions Bumpstead
Re-opening of former access
RESOLVED: Helions Bumpstead Parish Council has no comment to make on this application

097/2026 Annual Return for 2025/2026

1) To receive the 2025/2026 signed Internal Audit Report
Councillors noted the 2025/2026 signed Internal Audit Report

2) To receive and sign the Certificate of Exemption — AGAR 2025/26 part 2
Clir N. Turner proposed to.accept the Certificate of Exemption — AGAR 2025/26 part 2. ClIr S. McGrath
seconded. All Agreed. The Chair and RFO then signed the form

3) To receive and sign the Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26
Clir N. Turner proposed completing and signing Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26.
Clir S. McGrath seconded. All Agreed. The Chair and Clerk then signed the form

4) To receive-and sign the Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26
Clir N. Turner proposed to. accept and sign Section 2.- Accounting Statements 2025/26. Clir N. Nicholson
Seconded All' Agreed. The Chair and RFO then signed the form

098/2026 Finance
a) To receive the Bank Recongiliations as.at 31°'. May 2026
Councillors noted the Bank Reconciliations as at 31t. May 2026
b) To receive the comparison of Actual to Budget for 2026/2027
Councillors noted the comparison of Actual to Budget for 2026/2027
c) To approve the payment for Accounts for June 2026 and to agree a transfer of funds to meet the
Parish Council financial requirements All Agreed

099/2026 Items for the Next Agenda
Footpath maintenance — Clir M. McGrath

100/2026 Date of the Next Meeting - Monday 13'". July 2026 at 7pm
101/2026 2026 meeting dates: 14.09: 12.10: 09.11: 14.12.26

102/2026 Exclusion of the press and public

Councillors to Resolve that by virtue of the provisions of Section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to
Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded during discussion of the following business on the grounds that
publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be
transacted

Clir S. McGrath proposed to exclude the public and press from the remainder of the meeting. Clir N. Turner
seconded. All Agreed

Page 2 of 3



103/2026 Closure of the Meeting To close the Meeting having considered and determined all items of
business

The Chair then closed the meeting at 8.05pm and thanked everyone for attending

Signed 13", July 2026
S. McGrath - Chair

O
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