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  Helions Bumpstead Parish Council 
Parish Clerk/RFO: Kevin B. Money 

7 Roach Vale Colchester Essex CO4 3YN 
Tel: 07810781509 – email: clerk@helionsbumpsteadparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Website: www.helionsbumpsteadparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 13 th. October 2025 at 7pm in the village Hall 
 

Present: Cllrs. N. Nicholson (Chair), S. Cunningham, R. Kirkland, A. Parker, ECC Cllr P. Schwier,  
BDC D. Garrod and Kevin B. Money Clerk/RFO to the Council. There was 1 member of the public present. 
 

144/2025 Apologies for Absence were received from Cllr N. Turner, Cllr R. Etheridge, Cllr S. McGrath 
 

145/2025 Declarations of interest 
To declare the existence and nature of any Disclosable Pecuniary, Pecuniary or Non-Pecuniary Interest 
relating to items on the agenda. Cllr A. Parker and Cllr N. Nicholson declared an interest in item 155/2025 (c)  
 

146/2025 Approval of minutes 
To confirm and sign the Minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 8 th. September 2025 All Agreed 
 

147/2025 Public Forum  
Members of the public are welcome to attend the Parish Council meeting in order to speak with respect to 
items on the agenda.  
A resident informed the meeting that the children’s play house has become in need of repair at an approximate 
cost of £50. He is also prepared to repair the bus shelter at an approximate cost of £50.  
 

148/2025 Essex County Councillor Report  
Local Government reorganisation ECC meetings happen very frequently. All information has been sent to the 
Clerk for distribution. 
Cllr P. Schweir spoke about 

• Bus consultation is underway 

• Highways - Over 62,000 drains and gullies cleared across Essex ahead of winter months 

• Salt machinery has been out and tested 

• Jan ’23 5,000 potholes then in Jan ’25 1600 potholes being reported 

• Essential - Safety - Landowners urged to cut vegetation now bird nesting season is over. 

• Voi announced as new e-scooter trial operator in Essex 

• Highway Highlights Sept 25 

• Highways - Innovative 'Roadmender' method is faster, more cost effective and better for the  
environment. 

• Beaulieu Park train station is opening early and is on budget 

• ECC now looking at 2026-2027 budget with Adult Social and childcare taking up more demand for the 
budget with front line services being kept up to date 

• Essex election for Mayor will be May ‘26 

• Unitaries come into effect in 2028 
ECC Cllr P. Schwier and BDC Cllr D. Garrod left the meeting 
 

149/2025 Braintree District Councillor report 
BDC Cllr D. Garrod report can be found at  
https://helionsbumpsteadparishcouncil.gov.uk/parish-council-minutes/ 
 

Sages End, Camps Road, Water Lane, Church Hill be closed for commencement on 2nd. November for 1 day 
only 
 

150/2025 BDC Local Plan  
1) Cambridge Local Plan Consultation – Harston NP 

As discussed under BDC report 149/2025. Councillors were asked to look at the Cambridge consultation. 
 

151/2025 Development of the Offered Site HEL12206, Helions Bumpstead 
This site will not be included in the local plan 
 

152/2025 Highways, Roads and footpaths  
1) Speed Indicator Device (SID) – Cllr S. McGrath 

Speed Sign: I am awaiting a reply regarding the 20mph proposal through the village. I will update at the next 
meeting 
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2) Bus shelter opposite Steeple Bumpstead repair. The felt is splitting at the bottom which may require 
patching up. In time both bus shelters will need replacing. 
 

3) The Culvert under Camps Road by Rose cottage. Dyno Rod have supplied a comprehensive survey 
with drawings and together with recommendation to be prudent to instruct groundworks contractor to expose 
and break into the culvert to attempt to remove the sleeper. 
 

4) The bus consultation. As discussed under 148/2025. A notice has been placed in the notice boards. 
Councillors should identify local bus users and ensure that  they are aware of the changes to the 
service. 

 

5) The telephone box. The telephone box has been tidied up. A resident has offered to take this project 
in hand 
 

153/2025 Defibrillator – update Cllr S. McGrath 
The village hall Defibrillator was used 2 weeks ago; I received a notification from the ambulance Service. I 
have inspected it after use. New pads are installed and it is ready and in service again for next use. 
The public house defibrillator will continue to be inspected and maintained by the public house community 
group. I have the code for this and have also passed this to Andy. 
 

154/2025 Planning – including any Current Planning Applications requiring a response 
No planning applications have been received 
Councillors spoke about a motion to send a letter of support Mr Hatch’s planning appeal. However, the Clerk 
informed the meeting of the planning response already sent to BDC which covers all the relevant points.  
Councillor Nicholson to write an appeal to Braintree to place a Green Buffer Zone between Haverhill and 
Helions Bumpstead. 
 

Councillor S. Cunningham announced that she wished to retire and would speak to Madeleine Finn to see if 
she would replace her. 
 

155/2025 Finance 
a) To receive the Bank Reconciliations as at 30th. September 2025 

Councillors noted the Bank Reconciliations as at 30th. September 2025 
b) To receive the comparison of Actual to Budget for 2025/2026 

Councillors noted the comparison of Actual to Budget for 2025/2026 
c) To approve the payment for Accounts for October 2025 and to agree a transfer of funds to meet the 

Parish Council financial requirements All Agreed 
 

156/2025 2026-2027 Budget - Councillors to discuss draft budget and to propose any expenditure for 
consideration in the 2026-2027 budget to be considered at the 10th. November meeting 
 

157/2025 Items for the Next Agenda 
 

158/2025 Date of the Next Meeting - Monday 10th. November 2025 at 7pm  
 

159/2025 Dates for 2025 meetings: 08.12.25 
 

160/2025 2026 meeting dates: 12.01: 09.02: 09.03: 13.04: 11.05: 08.06: 13.07: 14.09: 12.10: 09.11: 
14.12.26 
 

161/2025 Closure of the Meeting To close the Meeting having considered and determined all items of 
business 
 
The Chair then closed the meeting at 8.40pm and thanked everyone for attending 
 
 

Signed     NNicholson      10th. November 2025 

Neville Nicholson - Chair 
 


